
 1 

 

 

St. Matthew’s Church, Salford Priors  
2021/2022 Annual Report  
of the 
Parochial Church Council 
with financial reports for the year ended  
31 December 2021 
 
Administrative Information 
St. Matthew’s church is situated in the village of Salford Priors, Warwickshire. It is 
in the Church of England Diocese of Coventry and is part of the Heart of England 
Group of Parishes in the Alcester Deanery. The Group includes the parishes of 
Bidford on Avon, Binton, Exhall with Wixford and Temple Grafton.  
 
The correspondence address is:  

Mr Roger Huggins, Parish Administrator, 
Birch House, Grange Lane, Harvington, WR11 8NL 

The PCC is a charity excepted from registration with the Charity Commission. 
 
PCC members who have served from 1

st
 January 2021 until the date of this report 

was approved are: 
 
Chairman  Revd Peter Walker (until July 2021) 
  Revd Sheila Bridge (from July 2021) 
Vice-Chairman  Mr Roger Huggins  
Churchwardens  Mr Peter Penney  
  Mrs Fran Foster   
Deanery Synod Rep  Vacancy  
Elected Members  Mr Andrew Clarke  Treasurer 
  Mrs Eira Willatts          
     Mr Kevin Harrison 
     Mrs Sarah Brunsdon  
     Mr David Bridge (Co-opted in October 2021) 
                
Structure, governance and management 
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church 
Representation Rules. All Church attendees are encouraged to register on the 
Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC. 
 

Objectives and activities 
It shall be the duty of the incumbent and the parochial church council (PCC) to 
consult together on matters of general concern and importance to the parish. 
The functions of parochial church councils shall include— 

 co-operation with the incumbent in promoting in the parish the whole 
mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical ; 

 the consideration and discussions of matters concerning the Church of 
England or any other matters of religious or public interest, but not the 
declaration of the doctrine of the Church on any question; 
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 making known and putting into effect any provision made by the diocesan 
synod or the deanery synod, but without prejudice to the powers of the council 
on any particular matter; 

 giving advice to the diocesan synod and the deanery synod on any matter 
referred to the council ; 

 raising such matters as the council consider appropriate with the diocesan 
synod or deanery synod. 

In the exercise of its functions the parochial church council shall take into 
consideration any expression of opinion by any parochial church meeting. 

It also has maintenance responsibilities for St Matthew’s Church and Churchyard. 

 

———oOo——— 
 

Minister’s Report - Revd Sheila Bridge 

In February 2021 interviews took place which resulted in my appointment as 
Associate Minister with particular responsibility for St Matthews here in the Heart of 
England Benefice. I was not however licensed to take up the post until July so this 
report refers to the latter part of 2021 and points towards changes underway in 2022. 
I arrived in the parish just as the schools broke up which gave me the opportunity to 
join in with the many activities organised by Sarah Folkes during the school holidays. 
We felt very welcomed and it was lovely to begin our time here with so many fun 
activities. We have very much enjoyed getting to know the congregation and for 
several months had one family a week over for supper at the Vicarage.  Getting to 
know people in the village was also a very high priority for me, it was very 
encouraging to get to Christmas and discover that we could invite 45 villagers onto 
the vicarage drive for mulled wine and mince pies and carol singing - only on the 
drive due to Covid restrictions. 
One very significant service in the autumn was Remembrance Day which saw the 
church packed out with villagers, uniformed groups and their leaders and the church 
congregation.  
At Christmas time we were again struggling with the Covid restrictions but in spite of 
this there were some very positive services.  
It has been my intention to  see a full year round simply listening and observing what 
has works well before making any alterations - but already early in 2022 I began 
(with the Ministry Team) to consider ways in which our pattern of services might 
better serve all the different age groups of our attendees - this is a work in progress.  
Another goal from my first year was to plan for a church weekend away which is 
going ahead in June 2022. I have also led a six-week ‘Keeping Health in Mind’ 
course on Wednesday evenings in the Memorial Hall, this course has drawn in a 
number who don’t attend church regularly. 
I would like to thank everyone who serves in any capacity, enabling the many 
ministries that we run. Everyone’s service and gifts makes a difference.  Learning 
what we can do well within our limitations as we emerge from the pandemic is going 
to be one of the themes of the year ahead.  
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Staff 

Revd Peter Walker (Rector); Revd Sheila Bridge (Associate Minister); Revd Michael 
Godfrey (Assistant Minister) and  Mrs Judith Meehan (Reader); Mrs Sarah Folkes 
(Family Link Worker); Mrs Jayne Bourne (church cleaner); Roger Huggins 
(volunteer Administrator). 

 

Church Attendance 

At the Annual Meeting in May 2021 it was reported that there are 51 parishioners on 
the Church electoral roll, 31 (61%) of whom are not resident within the parish. 
Church attendance this year has returned to and sometimes exceeded the levels 
before the pandemic. 
 

PCC - Roger Huggins (Acting Secretary) 

The PCC has met 7 times over the past year with 75% attendance of elected 
members. We welcomed Revd Sheila Bridge in July as our chairman and also the 
cop=option of David Bridge in October. 

The drop in income continues to be a cause for concern but following a Stewardship 
campaign in the autumn, giving has increased but still needs to be kept under 
constant review. 

Plans to develop the area behind the organ for the installation of toilets have  
progressed to awarding of contract to complete the works. 

 
Ministry Team - Tim Jacques 

The Ministry Team has enjoyed a steady and welcome return to more normal 
activities in the past 12 months. The immediate challenges posed by COVID – video 
services, social distancing in the church yard, the food bank etc. – presented 
unexpected opportunities to connect with folk outside the regular congregation, but 
made it difficult to focus on our longer-term plans and vision. As lockdown 
restrictions ease, we have been able to take stock, to review what was working well 
before the pandemic, and to reflect on what we might be able to do differently. In 
July we were delighted to welcome Sheila to our number and are thankful for the 
fresh ideas, leadership and guidance that she has offered. 
Reconnecting as a church family remains a priority. We are delighted that Home 
Groups have recently restarted and hope that these will provide a means to 
connect, support one another, and learn together. If you are not currently part of a 
Home Group, but would either be interested in joining or would like further 
information, please speak to one of us.  
St Matthew’s family and children’s ministry remains an important focus. Sheila and 
Sarah are now able to physically go to both of our church schools, and children 
have visited church. 
In our services over the past year we have followed some teaching series – stories 
from Acts last summer, followed by senses, and most recently on the topic of 
“measuring God’ – and intend to continue this. We want to reach out and share 
God’s love with others in our village and beyond. It was wonderful to welcome 
villagers and their teddies back to church for the Family Fun Day in September. 
Mick Cocker co-led an Alpha course in partnership with the Barn in Bidford in the 
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first half of 2021. We are aware that many at Saint Matthew’s are involved in 
other outreach initiatives, and want to support them both practically and in prayer.  
The Ministry Team’s membership has changed slightly in the past 12 months. 
Amy James has stepped back for the time being, and we are very grateful for all 
she has contributed. We are delighted that Pete English has joined us. The Team 
in full is: Rev Sheila Bridge, Roger Huggins, Mick Cocker, Pete English, Fran 
Foster, Sarah Folkes, Anne Gibbs, Tim Jacques, Julie Singlehurst. We meet 
twice each month, once to discuss ‘business’ and once to pray together. We 
always welcome your feedback and suggestions and appreciate your prayers. 
 
 

Fabric Report - Churchwardens (Peter Penney & Fran 
Foster) 

Since our report last year, the question as to the provision of internal toilets has 
proceeded at pace. Following an application for a faculty we have received 
approval, been out to tender and appointed a contractor for forming the 
accommodation in the south east corner of the organ chamber. By the time you 
read this report the work will have commenced with completion by the end of July. 
Concerning the future of the external toilets, the men’s section has been 
converted into a much-needed storage facility. As to the accessible toilet, this is 
to be considered by the PCC once the new facilities come into use. 
Generally, the church is in a good state of repair but a few maintenance items will 
need to be put in hand in the near future to comply with the church architect’s 
recommendations. Due to the exceptionally difficulty times in obtaining building 
materials and a back-log of outstanding work, contractors have been inundated 
with enquiries causing delays in dealing with work which otherwise would have 
been carried out.   
At long last the so-called Peace Bell has been finally relocated in the NE corner of 
the sanctuary. 
We wish to take this opportunity of saying a big thankyou to Glen Simmons and 
Darren Orchard who, on a rota basis, daily lock and open the church and to 
Jayne Bourne for keeping the church beautifully clean. 
 
 

Worship Music Group - Jordan Hallett 

So it has been a really interesting year for us as a music group. We’ve absolutely 
welcomed back the easing of restrictions that’s meant the congregation can join 
in with singing. Not just from a practical ‘it sounds nice’ perspective but really the 
act of worshipping God together as a church through singing.  
Each week we try as a group (depending who is around!) to pick a mixture of 
songs that roughly fits the themes of the talk and that glorifies God. It’s not always 
easy to get into the mindset for picking songs with the practicalities of the week 
but we do try our best to make time and to try and let God guide the direction of 
the worship.  
In the coming year we’d love for more people to get involved as some weeks we 
do struggle for numbers.  
 
Cup Cake Café - Debi Harrison 
No activity and no report 
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Community Group - Fran Foster 
In pre-covid times, this group used to meet every Thursday at the Salford Priors 
Memorial Hall. For the first half of 2021, the group was still not able to meet in 
person, but we continued to meet remotely. As many in the group are 
octogenarians without internet access, online meetings were not an option and so 
instead we held a weekly conference call, where each person is called via their 
telephone and then merged into the group with the others. Although a very 
simplistic method of communication, it has enabled the group to remain in touch 
with each other and to continue their journey of faith together in search of truth 
and meaning in life. We were also able to check that they were each getting the 
help and support they needed during the lockdowns and we have provided 
additional support where required.  
In May 2021 we were able to meet again in person, as we were a small group of 
six. Initially meeting in the Memorial Hall on Thursday evenings, we soon moved 
the meeting to a Monday afternoon meeting in one of the members’ homes. We 
have continued to meet in this way as the group prefer an afternoon meeting and 
find it a more comfortable setting. Discussions have ranged from supporting each 
other through health issues, to asking the difficult questions of life in a pandemic 
such as “where is God in all of this?” We are always open to new members, so 
please speak to me if you would like to join us. 

 

Youth & Families Work: - Sarah Folkes 
 

Muddy Church 
After some garden editions at the beginning of 2021, we were able to meet in 
person in April 2021 where each family group made a shelter and ate pancakes in 
their shelters. Our May 2021 session was linked with water and rainbows, with 
families making tippy taps and our large fabric rainbow (which is now in the 
Churchyard near the log circle). In June, to mark World Environment Day, families 
took part in a litter pick around the village. This was well received by the local 
community and is something we’d like to do again in 2022. In July we began 
nature journals and documented what we could see using the concept: I wonder, I 
notice, It reminds me of…. In August, Mandy Butler (lay reader at Tanworth in 
Arden) brought a labyrinth which was a wonderful experience for the children and 
adults. In September, we reflected on the words from Psalm 23 and took part in a 
bare foot wander around the Churchyard. The parts represented different sections 
of the psalm eg. Water, oil, sticks, sand. In October, we linked the theme to the 
Family services: using our senses. The congregation were invited to look at the 
world around them in Autumn using their 5 senses. Our November Muddy Church 
was on ‘Stir Up Sunday’ so we had 10 families peeling, grating, weighing and 
mixing their own Christmas pudding outside! For Muddy Church in December, we 
made stars and trees using sticks and enjoyed s’mores cooked on the fire pit.  
Social Media 
I continue to manage the Facebook page named ‘St Matthew’s Church Salford 
Priors’. Currently, 241 people ‘like’ (and continues to increase) and follow the 
page and 65 people are in the private ‘Messy Church’ group. This is a useful tool 
to show members of the public who look up St Matthew’s that we are a lively 
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Church with lots going on. I am also able to share these posts onto the active 
‘Salford Priors Community’ group, which has helped increase villagers’ 
awareness of what’s going on.  
Saplings 
Saplings was able to restart May 2021, with the decision to hold this weekly and 
outside for the summer term with 15 adults able to book onto each session. This 
was well received and fully booked up by parents and carers. We are fortunate to 
have a wonderful outdoor area for the children to explore. Each session has a 
theme (currently nursery rhymes) and pre-planned activities for each family to 
complete, as well as the ‘loose parts’ play and ‘muddy kitchen’ area. We moved 
back inside after October half term and opened up the South Aisle to use as well 
as the Church room. Saplings is run by myself, Tina Bennett, Kat Speight and 
has a team of volunteers who are on the refreshments rota. The children made 
angels and a baby Jesus handprint for Saplings’ entry for the Annual Bidford 
Christmas tree festival.  
Family activites 
On the last day of October half term, a party was held at St Matthew’s as an 
alternative to Halloween treat or treating. 26 children came along and enjoyed the 
crafts, games and food together.  
Link with schools 
For the first half of 2021, weekly Collective Worship videos were recorded which 
were then shared with Salford Priors Academy, Dunnington, Temple Grafton and 
Bidford primary schools. These had a theme each week, links to the Bible, 
included an ‘I wonder’ question, action song and prayer.  
For Easter, an Easter trail was run at Salford Priors Academy where the classes 
came around and experienced the Easter story chronically, with activities and 
reflections along the way. This was sent to Dunnington and they led this 
themselves.  
Resourced Prayer Spaces were planned for classes to engage with. This was set 
up in each classroom at Salford Priors whilst Dunnington and Bidford set them up 
with their staff. All of the resources were made for each board and a weekly Bible 
verse, thinking activity and activity to respond to was sent to each school.  
In July 2021, a Y6 leavers prayer space was planned and set up and led for the 
oldest pupils at Salford Priors Academy and Dunnington.  
Since September, Rev Sheila and Sarah have been leading Collective Worship in 
person at both schools and have been happy to see the children and staff again.  
A lunchtime club was started for both schools called LLCC ‘Leading learners 
Christian Club’. Pupils talk, craft, ask questions and plan/prepare things for future 
Collective Worships. Two helpers from the congregation have helped as an 
assistant for the groups.  
Summer holidays 2021 
The following summer holiday sessions were planned, resourced and led by 
Sarah:  

Bellboating day (at Fladbury) 
Two pottery sessions inside Church (with Jon from Eastnor Pottery) 
Two Bollywood dancing sessions in the Memorial Hall (with Sohan Kailey)  
Two willow weaving sessions in the Churchyard (with Chaz from Wayside 

Willow) 
Give out craft and food bags for children to enjoy over the bank holiday 
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weekend 
We saw 42 adults and 78 children altogether and gave out 153 hot meals (using 
the food catering company Food Genie).  
A grant to the sum of £1,300 was awarded towards these summer projects from 
the Salford Priors Parish Council 
Family trails and things in the village 
Throughout the year, trails have been organised that families/bubbles could come 
and do in their own time. Hidden things were also made for people to find in the 
village. These were:  

February Love heart wood slices (60 hidden around the village for people to 
keep) 

Teddy bear trail around the Churchyard; 30 teddies hidden to spot during 
March 2021.  

Easter egg trail (12 painted eggs put up around the village, with a map and 
‘answer’ to find. Prizes were given out at the local shop).  

December sheep trail (knitted sheep were placed in residents’ windows with 
permission, with a map and then prizes were awarded at the shop at the 
end) 

With so many new people moving into the village, these gave residents, new and 
old, something to do in their own community whilst so many things were not open.  
I still have people now telling me about coming to see the teddies or remembering 
the sheep trail.  
 

Small Groups  

Only one Homegroup has continued during the year with new ones planned for 
2022. 
 

Prayer & Retreats 
Thursday morning prayers has now ceased but the Friday evening Prayer Group  
has continued.  
 
Communication 
“Heartbeat” magazine is still not being published. Weekly notice sheets are  
produced and available at all services and also on the websites. The church 
website and Facebook pages have been used to provide a platform for audio and 
video recordings of sermons from time to time. Both these resources were useful 
in keeping people informed of the various activities and services which were 
available. 

 

Treasurer’s Report—Andy Clarke 
Income 
Total income for the year was £46,811. This was an increase of £3,459 against the 
previous year. 
Planned giving was up by £4941 against the previous year and there was also an 
increase in plate collections of £500 as we had more services than 2020.  Most of 
the regular givers have signed up to the Parish giving scheme, this means that we 
are able to claim gift aid every month on the donations.  
Gift aid recovered in the year was £8158, down by £1630 against the previous 
year, but the previous year’s claim was for a longer period. 
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A food bank was started during 2020 to help the local community during the 
pandemic. Donations in the year 2021 meant that a total of £5138 was used to 
support the families in need. (The food bank has now been closed)  
Fees for Weddings and Funerals was £3860, down by £1674 on the previous year.  
Expenditure 
Expenditure for the year was £72106  
Church running expenses increased by £1900 and there was an increase of £703 for 
repairs and maintenance against the previous year. 
Shortfall 
The total deficit for the year was £25,295  
Events, Home Mission and Appeals 
A total of £893 was spent on home mission in addition to the food bank donations. 
Grants 
No grants were received in 2021 (Apart from the £1300 from the Parish Council 
specifically allocated to Sarah Folkes’ Summer Family activities as mentioned in her 
report). 
Parish Share 
Parish share was paid to the Diocese of £26,050 – This was the same as the 
previous year 
In conclusion 
The deficit of £25.3k is not sustainable long term, we still need your help to support 
the continued growth at St Matthew’s. General running expenses of the Church 
continue to increase, especially with the rising cost of energy.  

 


