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Welcome

Welcome to this recorded service for Sunday 6th December 2020…
Hymn
sung by St Martin’s Voices
1
Long ago, prophets knew 

Christ would come, born a Jew, 

come to make all things new; 

bear his People's burden, 

freely love and pardon. 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!  

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!  

When he comes, 

when he comes,  

who will make him welcome? 

2
God in time, God in man, 

this is God's timeless plan: 

he will come, as a man, 

born himself of woman, 

God divinely human. 

Chorus 

3
Mary hail! Though afraid,

she believed, she obeyed.

In her womb, God is laid:

till the time expected,

nurtured and protected,

Chorus 

4
Journey ends! Where afar

Bethl'em shines, like a star,

stable door stands ajar.

unborn Son of Mary,

Saviour, do not tarry!

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!  

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!  

Jesus comes! 

Jesus comes! 

We will make him welcome! 

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) © 1971 Stainer & Bell Ltd 


Confession

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.’
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
A voice cries out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’

So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.

cf John 1.23

God, through Jesus Christ,

will judge the secret thoughts of all:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’

will enter the kingdom of heaven:

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
Let anyone who has an ear

listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Collect

Almighty God,
purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.
Amen.
Isaiah 40.1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people,
   says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
   and cry to her
that she has served her term,
   that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
   double for all her sins. 

3 A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
   and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
   and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
   and all people shall see it together,
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’
   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’
All people are grass,
   their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades,
   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
   surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades;
   but the word of our God will stand for ever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain,
   O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
   lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
   ‘Here is your God!’ 
10 See, the Lord God comes with might,
   and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
   and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
   he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
   and gently lead the mother sheep. 
Hymn

sung by St Martin’s Voices

1
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry

announces that the Lord is nigh;

come then and hearken, for he brings

glad tidings from the King of kings!

2
Then cleansed be every Christian breast,

and furnished for so great a guest.

Yea, let us each our hearts prepare

for Christ to come and enter there.

3
For thou art our salvation, Lord,

our refuge, and our great reward;

without thy grace our souls must fade

and wither like a flower decayed.

4
Stretch forth thine hand, to heal our sore,


and make us rise to fall no more;


once more upon thy people shine,


and fill the world with love divine.


5
All praise, eternal Son, to thee

whose advent sets thy people free,

whom, with the Father, we adore,

and Spirit bless, for evermore.

Jordanis oras praevia  Charles Coffin (1676-1749)  Translated John Chandler (1806-1876)
Mark 1.1-8
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
   who will prepare your way; 
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
   “Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight” ’, 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’
Sermon


Judith Meehan
Anthem (music for reflection)

Sung by Soul Sanctuary Gospel Choir

1
O come, O come Emmanuel 


and ransom captive Israel


that mourns in lonely exile here 


until the Son of God appear.


Rejoice, rejoice!


Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 


thine own from Satan’s tyranny;


from depths of hell thy people save, 


and give them victory over the grave.


Rejoice, rejoice!


Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.


Amen! Amen!

John Mason Neale (1818-1866)

Prayers


Fran Foster
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Hymn
sung by St Martin’s Voices
1
Lo, he comes with clouds descending,

once for favoured sinners slain;

thousand thousand saints attending

swell the triumph of his train:

alleluia! alleluia! alleluia!

God appears on earth to reign.


2
Every eye shall now behold him

robed in dreadful majesty;

those who set at naught and sold him,

pierced and nailed him to the tree,

deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,

shall the true Messiah see.

3
Those dear tokens of his passion

still his dazzling body bears;

cause of endless exultation

to his ransomed worshippers:

with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture,

gaze we on those glorious scars.

4
Yea, amen, let all adore thee,

high on thine eternal throne;

Saviour, take the power and glory,

claim the kingdom for thine own:

O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly,

alleluia! come, Lord, come!

Charles Wesley (1707-1788), Martin Madan (1726-1790), John Cennick (1718-1755)
Blessing

May God the Father,

who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son,

give you grace to prepare for life eternal. Amen.
May God the Son,

who comes to us as redeemer and judge,

reveal to you the path from darkness to light. Amen.
May God the Holy Spirit,

by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ,

help you bear the fruits of holiness. Amen.
And the blessing …
