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Welcome

Welcome to this recorded service for Sunday 30th August 2020…
Hymn

1
Church of God, elect and glorious,

holy nation, chosen race;

called as God's own special people,

royal priests and heirs of grace:

know the purpose of your calling,

show to all his mighty deeds;

tell of love which knows no limits,

grace which meets all human needs.

2
God has called you out of darkness

into his most marvellous light;

brought his truth to life within you,

turned your blindness into sight.

Let your light so shine around you 

that Gods name is glorified;

and all find fresh hope and purpose

in Christ Jesus crucified.

3
Once you were an alien people,

strangers to God's heart of love;

but he brought you home in mercy,

citizens of heaven above.

Let his love flow out to others,

let them feel a Father's care;

that they too may know his welcome

and his countless blessings share.

4
Church of God, elect and holy,

be the people he intends;

strong in faith and swift to answer

each command your master sends:

royal priests, fulfil your calling

through your sacrifice and prayer;

give your lives in joyful service-

sing his praise, his love declare.

James E Seddon (1915-1983) from 1 Peter 2 
© The Representatives of the late James Edward Seddon/Admin by The Jubilate Group, 4 Thorne Park Road, Torquay, TQ2 6RX, UK.  


Confession

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.’

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ

to save us from our sins,

to be our advocate in heaven,

and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,

firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments

and to live in love and peace with all.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life

to the glory of your name.

Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Collect

Almighty and everlasting God,
you are always more ready to hear than we to pray
and to give more than either we desire or deserve:
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid
and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask
but through the merits and mediation
of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Romans 12.9-end
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’20No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’ 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Hymn

1
Father, hear the prayer we offer:

not for ease that prayer shall be,

but for strength that we may ever

live our lives courageously.

2
Not for ever in green pastures

do we ask our way to be;

but the steep and rugged pathway

may we tread rejoicingly.

3
Not for ever by still waters

would we idly rest and stay;

but would smite the living fountains

from the rocks along our way.

4
Be our strength in hours of weakness,

in our wanderings be our guide;

through endeavour, failure, danger,

Father, be thou at our side.

Love Maria Willis (nee Whitcomb) (1824-1908), Samuel Longfellow (1819-1892)
Matthew 16.21-end
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ 23But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?
27 ‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’
Sermon


Peter Walker

Anthem (music for reflection)

1
In a world where people walk in darkness,

let us turn our faces to the light,

to the light of God revealed in Jesus,

to the daystar scattering our night.

For the light is stronger than the darkness 

and the day will overcome the night, 

though the shadows linger all around us, 

let us turn our faces to the light. 

2
In a world where suffering of the helpless

casts a shadow all along the way,

let us bear the cross of Christ with gladness

and proclaim the dawning of the day.

3
Let us light a candle in the darkness,

in the face of death a sign of life;

as a sign of hope where all seemed hopeless,

as a sign of peace in place of strife.
Robert A Willis (born 1947)
© Very Revd Robert A Willis
Prayers


John Alexander-Head
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Hymn

1
Brother, sister, let me serve you,

let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace

to let you be my servant, too.

2
We are pilgrims on a journey,

and companions on the road;

we are here to help each other

walk the mile and bear the load.


3
I will hold the Christlight for you

in the night-time of your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you,

speak the peace you long to hear.


4
I will weep when you are weeping;

when you laugh, I'll laugh with you;

I will share your joy and sorrow

till we've seen this journey through.


5
When we sing to God in heaven,

we shall find such harmony,

born of all we've known together

of Christ's love and agony.


6
Brother, sister, let me serve you,

let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace

to let you be my servant, too.

Richard Gillard (born 1953)
© 1977 Scripture in Song/Maranatha! Music/Adm. by Song Solutions CopyCare, 14 Horsted Square, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1QG, UK.  info@songsolutions.org.
Blessing

The love of the Lord Jesus

draw you to himself,

the power of the Lord Jesus

strengthen you in his service,

the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts;

and the blessing …

