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Welcome

Welcome to this recorded service for Sunday 16th August 2020
Hymn

1
Praise to the Holiest in the height,

and in the depth be praise:

in all his words most wonderful,

most sure in all his ways.

2
And that a higher gift than grace

should flesh and blood refine,

God's presence and his very self,

and essence all-divine.

3
And in the garden secretly,

and on the Cross on high,

should teach his brethren, and inspire

to suffer and to die.

4
Praise to the Holiest in the height,

and in the depth be praise:

in all his words most wonderful,

most sure in all his ways.

John Henry Newman (1801-1890)



Confession

Jesus saw the city and wept over it,

because it did not recognize the time of God’s coming.

We confess our part in the self-centredness,

blindness and sin

of the life of our villages.

cf Luke 19.41
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life

to the glory of your name.

Amen.
Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Collect

Let your merciful ears, O Lord,

be open to the prayers of your humble servants;

and that they may obtain their petitions

make them to ask such things as shall please you;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
Romans 11.1-2a, 29-32

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? 29for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
Matthew 15.10-28

10Then Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand: 11it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.’12Then the disciples approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees took offence when they heard what you said?’ 13He answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.’ 15But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ 16Then he said, ‘Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.’

21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ 24He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ 26He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 27She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ 28Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.

Hymn

1
In Christ there is no east nor west,

in him no south or north,

but one great fellowship of love

throughout the whole wide earth.

2
In him shall true hearts everywhere

their high communion find;

his service is the golden cord

close binding humankind.

3
Join hands, then, children of the faith,

whate'er your race may be;

who serves my Father as his child

is surely kin to me.

4
In Christ there is no east nor west,

in him no south or north,

but one great fellowship of love

throughout the whole wide earth.

William A Dunkerley (John Oxenham) (1852-1941)
Sermon


By Fritha Middlemiss

“The gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”  In the 1920s, when antisemitism was not uncommon, a theologian came up with the phrase, ‘How odd of God to choose the Jews,’ because people were troubled by the feeling that the idea of a chosen people seems to contradict ideas of justice and mercy.  But that God did choose the Jews is not in any doubt in the Bible and Jesus himself is quite at home with the idea. But today’s story of the Canaanite woman forces a re-think, on Jesus’ part and on ours.   It follows straight on from Jesus’ discussions with lawyers and Pharisees about uncleanness. Those talks were conducted in legal terms but the Canaanite woman challenges Jesus to work out what it means in practice.  For Jesus, a Jew, the woman was unclean and his first reaction to her makes her an outcast from ‘the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’

It’s interesting to note that, at the very beginning of his gospel, Matthew included 3 Canaanite women in Jesus’ genealogy.  It’s obviously a subject that interests him deeply and here he shows Jesus discovering what the gifts and the vocation of Israel mean.  If Israel is the chosen people, what are they chosen for?  The first answer is, of course, to show God’s light to the world but sometimes they saw themselves doing so as pampered favourites while everyone else suffers. The prophets are agreed it’s the other way round.  Israel is chosen to suffer for the sake of the world, like Isaiah’s Suffering Servant.  Therefore Jesus as the Jewish Messiah, God’s anointed one, is not anointed to be a warrior or a miracle worker.  He lives out Israel’s amazing and mysterious vocation to suffer for the world and in doing so shows how God is totally involved in it.  The Jews were chosen not only to suffer for God’s salvation of the world but also to show that God suffers too.  In Christ, God can make sense of all suffering by bringing it to resurrection and eternal life.  The Canaanite woman claims to Jesus that she is entitled to a share in God’s salvation.  It may seem to be leftover crumbs but remember; very shortly before this Jesus had 12 baskets full of crumbs on his hands after feeding five loaves and two fishes to 5000 Jewish people.  In God’s economy there is way more than enough for everyone.  

We in the Christian Church have taken on the idea that we are the new Israel and therefore we are God’s chosen people.  The people to whom Paul was writing were inclined to think that because the Jews had rejected God’s Messiah, everything belonged to the Christians and the Jews were ‘out’ for ever.  In the same way it’s all too easy for Christians today to think that all God’s gifts are for them and must be protected.  People can come in if they join the set-up we’ve arranged, label themselves Christians and come to church.  It makes the church small and anxious and exclusive.  If we hadn’t already started to think about that, Covid 19 has changed it all for us.  Before, you needed to go to Church to be a Christian but during lockdown more people “attended”, in inverted commas, online services than used to go to church.  Many of them may never start coming into our buildings now we’re re-opening.  Only a couple of days ago I was on the phone to someone who hopes very much that online services will continue long-term, as she is dependent on others to get to church and loves the fact that she can currently access so much worship.  The same is true for where we see God bringing healing and hope to the world.  It’s by no means only the Church that has done ‘healing and hope’ in this crisis, though Christians have most certainly played their part.  Being disturbed and challenged to new ways of service is only to be expected of God’s chosen people.

Today’s Gospel story is the only recorded time that someone challenged Jesus and emerged victorious and she was an outcast.  The woman challenged Jesus and she challenges us too about how we view unwelcome interruptions in life.  If, like the disciples, we want to send people away, we may well miss out on God’s work. The woman also demonstrates that we should persist with God in the face of all-consuming, unmet need.  By her determination and persistence the woman got more than she wanted.  She got not just her daughter’s healing but also mercy for herself and acknowledgement of the validity of her faith in God which the Jews would normally have denied.

So this difficult time is a time to pray in faith with hearts and minds wide open to where God may be working.  As with the Canaanite woman some of the greatest answers to prayer have a life-changing effect, way beyond the actual thing for which we asked, because ‘the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.’ 

Anthem (music for reflection)


Love divine, all loves excelling,

joy of heaven to earth come down,

fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, thou art all compassion

pure, unbounded love thou art;

visit us with thy salvation,

enter every trembling heart.
 

Come, almighty to deliver,

let us all thy life  receive;

suddenly return, and never,

never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,

serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,

glory in thy perfect love.


Finish then thy new creation,

pure and spotless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation,

perfectly restored in thee.

Changed from glory into glory,

till in heaven we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee,

lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) Music Setting by Amy Summers
Prayers


Steve Foster
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Hymn

1
There's a wideness in God's mercy

like the wideness of the sea;

there's a kindness in his justice

which is more than liberty.

There is no place where earth's sorrows

are more felt than up in heaven;

there is no place where earth's failings

have such kindly judgement given.

2
For the love of God is broader

than the measure of our mind,

and the heart of the eternal

is most wonderfully kind.

But we make his love too narrow

by false limits of our own;

and we magnify his strictness

with a zeal he would not own.

3
There is plentiful redemption

through the blood that has been shed;

there is joy for all the members

in the sorrows of the head.

There is grace enough for thousands

of new worlds as great as this;

there is room for fresh creations

in that upper home of bliss.



Second half of tune: 
4
If our love were but more simple

we should take him at his word;

and our lives would be all gladness

in the joy of Christ our Lord.

Frederick William Faber (1814-1863)
Blessing

The love of the Lord Jesus

draw you to himself,

the power of the Lord Jesus

strengthen you in his service,

the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts;

and the blessing …

